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CONCLUSIONS AS TO GERMANY^ ATTITUDE ON JULY 5 AND 6
If one compares the two accounts of Germany's attitude
as stated by Bethmann and by Szogyeny, he will find that
they are somewhat different in substance and spirit. Beth-
mann devotes four-fifths of his attention to the innovation
in German policy involved in the Austrian diplomatic
project of winning Bulgaria to the Triple Alliance. He only
touches briefly, at the end of his telegram, on the question
of Austro-Serbian relations, and then only to repeat a prin-
ciple which he and Kiderlen had stated at one of the crises
in the Balkan Wars—Germany will continue to act as a
loyal ally, but must leave with Austria the decision as to
what her vital interests require.44 Szogyeny, on the other
hand, is mainly interested in Berchtold's projected military
action against Serbia, of which he had been made ac-
quainted by Count Hoyos. His telegrams represent both
the Kaiser and Bethmann as believing "an immediate ac-
tion by Austria against Serbia as the most radical and best
solution" and "the present moment as more favorable than
a later one"; and he says Bethmann is "in complete agree-
ment" that neither Italy nor Rumania should be informed
beforehand.
What is the explanation of this divergence in the two
accounts? Probably it is partly to be found, as Gooss sug-
gests, in the fact that Szogyeny was already suffering from
old age, and did not always grasp and report conversations
accurately. His inaptitude had been responsible for some
of the diplomatic friction between Berlin and Vienna during
the Balkan Wars.' He was a personal favorite with Em-
44 Of. Kaiser's conversation with Bethmann Nov. 9, 1912 (GJ?,,
XXXIII, 302-305), and Kiderlen to Tschirschky, Nov. 19, 1912 (ibid., p.
361); "We are not the arbiter of what Austria regards as her vital interests
or as possible concessions in regard to Albania; but we have expressly
supported in diplomacy what Austria has indicated to us as her neces-
sary demands, and we shall continue to do so."

